
Statement to Auckland Council Environment and Community Committee 

regarding Chamberlain Park Master Plan. 

New Zealand Golf see Auckland Council and Local Boards as key partners to support positive 

community outcomes. Through golf we believe we can enrich the lives of Aucklanders as articulated

in the Golf Sector Plan for Auckland. We have been open and inclusive in our dialogue and are 

committed to doing so going forward. We are not averse to change, and we embrace the opportunity 

to collaboratively work with our Local Board and Council partners.

We would like the following points to be acknowledged; 

• Golf in Auckland is growing and we require more facilities.

o Traditional membership may be static at less than 1% decrease since 2015 however 
casual golfer registrations have increased to over 30,000 in the greater Auckland 
region over this same period. This is compared to the 24,103 traditional golf club 
members.

o Golf is the largest participation sport for adults with approximately 500,000 
participants New Zealand wide.

o The growth of participation programmes not captured in rounds, membership or 
casual registration data is increasing and is often not considered as a marker for 
growth in our sport.

• We are advocating for greater investment into golf facilities to support diversification of 
offerings and greater outcomes for Auckland and Aucklanders as identified in the Golf Sector 
Plan for Auckland.

• We do not support the Albert Eden Local Board Master Plan regarding Chamberlain Park in 
its current form.

o While some positive work has been done to date we believe there is enough concern 
to urge Council and Local Board to revisit this plan with a greater level of insight.

o The key drivers for change need clarity;

▪ Using spurious boundaries and isolated local board information is not a 
robust way of making decisions.

▪ Information from multiple local boards need to be considered as part of the 
decision-making process, particularly when addressing field provision.

▪ “Access to open space and new sport and recreation facilities will increase 
community benefits” This could also be achieved by investment in to 
reshaping the golf offering, yet this has not been investigated properly. 

▪ The presentation of information has been selective, a few examples of this 
are;

• A growth in population has been identified as has the ethnicity of 
that population in the Albert Eden local board area yet the age 

demographic has been omitted. This omission is of interest to us.

• The growth in Albert-Eden Local Board population according to the 
Sport NZ Insights Tool will be 'young and old retirees’ along with

‘older adults.’ All are represented well in golf and not as well in field-

based sports.



• “Estimated golf participation in Albert-Eden has decreased 3%

between 2017-2018.”  Chamberlain Park is the only golf facility in

the local board region and in the last 12 months have increased

rounds from near 50,000 to over 60,000 as per Councils own

reporting yet a less accurate estimate from the Sport New Zealand

Insights tool has been used. The selective provision of a less
accurate figure above Councils own data interests us.

• A previous commercial agreement between Auckland Council and a

contract holder at Chamberlain Park provided potential incentive to

the contract holder to inflate the number of rounds for commercial

gain. We are not comfortable with the robustness of the 2001/2002
round reporting and would like to see further evidence to confirm

the accuracy of this data.

• The examples above and the selective omission or inclusion of
information concern us and provide pause when considering the
balance of all other information provided in the report for the
committee.

We would urge Auckland Council and Local Board to revisit the Albert Eden Local Board Master Plan

for Chamberlain Park using higher quality, more balanced insight and investigating all investment

opportunities in an equitable fashion. As always, we would look forward to partnering with Auckland

Council and the Local Board in this discussion.

Carl Fenton 

Sector Relationship Manager 

New Zealand Golf 

o There has not been equity in investigating all outcomes;
▪ At no point has there been an investigation in to how an increase in 

investment into the golf provision at Chamberlain Park could deliver greater 
community outcomes inline with the Golf Sector Plan for Auckland. This 
seems to suggest a lack of equity when truly investigating the options 
available.

o Chamberlain Park is part of a network.
▪ Chamberlain Park plays an important role in the golf network across 

Auckland. Making decisions on this park without considering the impact on 
the rest of the network or investigating the impact to Aucklander's outside 
the Albert-Eden Local Board would not be accurate or reflective of any 
potential change.




